State and Local Coordination
A Key Element of the New Perkins Law

With the introduction of new local accountability requirements and “programs of study,”
coordination between states and local Perkins funding recipients will be more important than
ever under the new Perkins law. In addition to the traditional State role of allocating funding and
approving local plans, States and local recipients must now work together to develop a local
accountability system that works for the diverse stakeholders involved, and to develop and
implement programs of study. Below are excerpts from Perkins IV containing new or notable
requirements for state and local coordination.

Accountability

From Section 113 - ACCOUNTABILITY

(a) Purrose.—The purpose of this section is to establish and support State and local performance accountability
systems, comprised of the activities described in this section, to assess the effectiveness of the State and the eligible
recipients of the State in achieving statewide progress in career and technical education, and to optimize the return
of investment of Federal funds in career and technical education activities.

(b) STATE PERFORMANCE MEASURES.—

(1) In GeNeraL.—Each eligible agency, with input from eligible recipients, shall establish performance
measures for a State that consist of—
(A) the core indicators of performance described in subparagraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph (2);
(B) any additional indicators of performance (if any) identified by the eligible agency under paragraph
(2)(C); and
(C) a State adjusted level of performance described in paragraph (3)(A) for each core indicator of
performance, and State levels of performance described in paragraph (3)(B) for each additional indicator of
performance.

(2) INDICATORS OF PERFORMANCE.—
(C) ADDITIONAL INDICATORS OF PERFORMANCE.—An eligible agency, with input from eligible recipients,
may identify in the State plan additional indicators of performance for career and technical education
activities authorized under this title, such as attainment of self-sufficiency.
(E) StaTE ROLE.—Indicators of performance described in this paragraph shall be established solely by each
eligible agency with input from eligible recipients.

(3) STATE LEVELS OF PERFORMANCE.—
(A) STATE ADJUSTED LEVELS OF PERFORMANCE FOR CORE INDICATORS OF PERFORMANCE.—
(1) IN GeNERAL.—Each eligible agency, with input from eligible recipients, shall establish in the
State plan submitted under section 122, levels of performance for each of the core indicators of
performance described in subparagraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph (2) for career and technical
education activities authorized under this title. The levels of performance established under this
subparagraph shall, at a minimum—
(I) be expressed in a percentage or numerical form, so as to be objective, quantifiable, and
measurable; and
(IT) require the State to continually make progress toward improving the performance of career
and technical education students.



(4) LOCAL LEVELS OF PERFORMANCE.—
(A) LoCAL ADJUSTED LEVELS OF PERFORMANCE FOR CORE INDICATORS OF PERFORMANCE.—
(1) IN GeNeraL.—Each eligible recipient shall agree to accept the State adjusted levels of performance
established under paragraph (3) as local adjusted levels of performances, or negotiate with the State to
reach agreement on new local adjusted levels of performance, for each of the core indicators of
performance described in subparagraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph (2) for career and technical
education activities authorized under this title. The levels of performance established under this
subparagraph shall, at a minimum—
(D) be expressed in a percentage or numerical form, consistent with the State levels of performance
established under paragraph (3), so as to be objective, quantifiable, and measurable; and
(IT) require the eligible recipient to continually make progress toward improving the performance
of career and technical education students.

(v) FacTtors.—The agreement described in clause (iii) or (iv) shall take into account—
(I) how the levels of performance involved compare with the local adjusted levels of performance
established for other eligible recipients in the State, taking into account factors including the
characteristics of participants when the participants entered the program and the services or
instruction to be provided; and
(IT) the extent to which the local adjusted levels of performance promote continuous improvement
on the core indicators of performance by the eligible recipient.

From Section 122 — STATE PLAN
(c) PLaN ConTENTS.—The State plan shall include information that—

(10) describes—
(A) the eligible agency’s efforts to ensure that eligible recipients are given the opportunity to provide input
in determining the State adjusted levels of performance described in section 113; and
(B) how the eligible agency, in consultation with eligible recipients, will develop a process for the
negotiation of local adjusted levels of performance under section 113(b)(4) if an eligible recipient does not
accept the State adjusted levels of performance under section 113(b)(3);

(13) describes how the eligible agency will report data relating to students participating in career and technical
education in order to adequately measure the progress of the students, including special populations, and how
the eligible agency will ensure that the data reported to the eligible agency from local educational agencies and
eligible institutions under this title and the data the eligible agency reports to the Secretary are complete,
accurate, and reliable;

Technical Assistance

From Section 122 — STATE PLAN
(c) PLaN ConTENTS.—The State plan shall include information that—

(15) describes how the eligible agency will provide local educational agencies, area career and technical
education schools, and eligible institutions in the State with technical assistance;

From Section 123 - IMPROVEMENT PLANS
(b) LocaL PROGRAM IMPROVEMENT.—

(3) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—If the eligible agency determines that an eligible recipient is not properly
implementing the eligible recipient’s responsibilities under section 134, or is not making substantial progress in



meeting the purposes of this Act, based on the local adjusted levels of performance, the eligible agency shall
work with the eligible recipient to implement improvement activities consistent with the requirements of this
Act.

From Section 124 — STATE LEADERSHIP ACTIVITIES

(b) REQUIRED UsEs oF Funps.—The State leadership activities described in subsection (a) shall include—

(9) technical assistance for eligible recipients.

State Plan Development

From Section 121 - STATE ADMINISTRATION

(a) ELIGIBLE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES.—The responsibilities of an eligible agency under this title shall include—
(1) coordination of the development, submission, and implementation of the State plan, and the evaluation of
the program, services, and activities assisted under this title, including preparation for non-traditional fields;
(2) consultation with the Governor and appropriate agencies, groups, and individuals including parents,
students, teachers, teacher and faculty preparation programs, representatives of businesses (including small
businesses), labor organizations, eligible recipients, State and local officials, and local program administrators,
involved in the planning, administration, evaluation, and coordination of programs funded under this title;

(b) PLAN DEVELOPMENT.—
(1) In GeNErAL.—The eligible agency shall—
(A) develop the State plan in consultation with—
(i) academic and career and technical education teachers, faculty, and administrators;
(ii) career guidance and academic counselors;
(iii) eligible recipients;
(iv) charter school authorizers and organizers consistent with State law;
(v) parents and students;
(vi) institutions of higher education;
(vii) the State tech prep coordinator and representatives of tech prep consortia (if applicable);
(viii) entities participating in activities described in section 111 of Public Law 105-220;
(ix) interested community members (including parent and community organizations);
(x) representatives of special populations;
(xi) representatives of business and industry (including representatives of small business); and
(xii) representatives of labor organizations in the State; and
(B) consult the Governor of the State with respect to such development.

Programs of Study

From Section 122 — STATE PLAN
(c) PLaN ConTENTS.—The State plan shall include information that—

(1) describes the career and technical education activities to be assisted that are designed to meet or exceed the
State adjusted levels of performance, including a description of—
(A) the career and technical programs of study, which may be adopted by local educational agencies and
postsecondary institutions to be offered as an option to students (and their parents as appropriate) when
planning for and completing future coursework, for career and technical content areas that—
(1) incorporate secondary education and postsecondary education elements;
(ii) include coherent and rigorous content aligned with challenging academic standards and relevant
career and technical content in a coordinated, nonduplicative progression of courses that align secondary



education with postsecondary education to adequately prepare students to succeed in postsecondary
education;
(iii) may include the opportunity for secondary education students to participate in dual or concurrent
enrollment programs or other ways to acquire postsecondary education credits; and
(iv) lead to an industry-recognized credential or certificate at the postsecondary level, or an associate or
baccalaureate degree;
(B) how the eligible agency, in consultation with eligible recipients, will develop and implement the career and
technical programs of study described in subparagraph (A);
(C) how the eligible agency will support eligible recipients in developing and implementing articulation
agreements between secondary education and postsecondary education institutions;
(D) how the eligible agency will make available information about career and technical programs of study
offered by eligible recipients;

Local Plan Approval

From Section 122 — STATE PLAN

(c) PLaN ConTENTS.—The State plan shall include information that—
(1) describes the career and technical education activities to be assisted that are designed to meet or exceed the
State adjusted levels of performance, including a description of—
(F) the criteria that will be used by the eligible agency to approve eligible recipients for funds under this
Act, including criteria to assess the extent to which the local plan will—
(1) promote continuous improvement in academic achievement;
(ii) promote continuous improvement of technical skill attainment; and
(iii) identify and address current or emerging occupational opportunities;



