Excellence in Action
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The Fire Science Program of Study at Sunrise Mountain High School in
Glendale, AZ, prepares learners for postsecondary and career success by (42)
providing rigorous in-school instruction and opportunities to learn directly
from experts working in the field. The program was started in 2004 due to

Arizona's critical need for employees in fire science.

To meet this demand, the Peoria Fire Science Advisory Council worked with
Peoria Unified School District to develop the program of study. The council
continues to be involved by revising standards, determining what skills

Sunrise Mountain High School

Peoria Unified School District’s Fire Science Program
of Study

Law, Public Safety, Corrections & Security Career Cluster

Student Demographics  Percentage

learners need to be successful in the workforce and expanding work-based

learning opportunities.

The Fire Science Advisory Council members cover the
full breadth of stakeholders needed to create a high-
quality program of study, including multiple
educational partners, eight fire departments,
representatives from the Bureau of Land
Management, and Professional Medical Transport
Ambulance staff, among others. Council members
regularly offer work-based learning experiences,

including mentorship, job shadowing and internships.

Learners are required to complete a minimum of 100
hours of work-based learning activities, including
internships, job shadowing, ride alongs and more.

100 percent of students take part in work- based
learning opportunities and experiences. After they have
gained skills through training, learners share their

Male 90%
Female 10%
Low Income 16%
Minority 17%

their knowledge in the community by teaching fire and
life safety skills to CO-OP programs at three high schools.

The hands-on skills the Fire Science students are gaining
in workplace settings are complemented by their
classroom instruction. Program instructors are an active-
duty fire captain and firefighter, each bringing decades
of professional experience to the classroom.
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The Peoria Unified School District
begins exposing learners to career
possibilities before high school. Every
year, the district hosts the My Life Days
event for 7th and 8th grade students to
tour high schools, participate in hands-
on experiences, meet current Career
Technical Education (CTE) students and
discover their passions.

Learners in 7th and 8th grade are also
required to participate in the career
exploratory CTE program called
Technology, Life and Career. The
purpose of the program is to introduce
the six Peoria Career Fields and the
National Career Cluster® Framework.
This exploration incorporates
classroom instruction and hands-on lab
experiences.

The stackable credentials offered
throughout this program are a key
component of the program’s success.
Throughout the duration of the
program, learners earn college credit,
and various industry certification
offerings allow learners multiple on and
off ramps throughout their education
and career. Specifically, students can
earn up to nine dual enrollment credits,
which articulate to an associate of
science degree in emergency response
and operations in fire science.

These seamless transitions set learners
up with the academic knowledge,
hands-on experiences and credentials
needed to succeed after graduation.

HUMAN SERVICES & RESOURCES
STACKABLE CREDENTIAL

Undergrad Bachelor of Science in Fire Science

Certification National Fire Protection Association Certification
Undergrad Fire Department Academy

Certification ASHI Blood Borne Pathogen Awareness
Certification NIMS iational Incident Management system 100, 200 and 700

nd

Undergrad Associate of Applied Science in Fire Science

- pperied
dual enroliment cradit toward a college certificate andjor degree.

Certification HS ASHI CPR American safety and Health Institute {eamed in Hs)
[alielly  ASHI Basic First Aid (camedints)
b Dual Enroliment

“These young men and women come in prepared both physically and mentally while
possessing the necessary skills to become a professional firefighter. The skills they are
exposed to while in the Fire Science Program mirror our standards at the academy. ...

The Peoria Unified School District Fire Science Program is a huge asset in preparing our
future firefighters and lays the groundwork for successful career in fire service.”

— Captain Tony Neely, Lead Recruit Training Officer, Peoria Fire Medical Department
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Earned Postsecondary
Credit

Data based on 2016-17 school year



